
Of Hurricanes and People

We seem to have some dedicated people out there.

Author Tim Bonvillian (“Components of the Safety

Process”) worked right up to September 22 on his

article, then wrote from Deer Park, TX, “Sorry for the

delay... the hurricane has slowed me... revise as you see

fit... I will be evacuating.”

More recently, contributor Mike Gracey wrote,

“We have had some rough times since the WJTA con-

ference. With all of the folks from New Orleans,

Houston has been crowded and then Rita comes along

and creates mass confusion.” Nonetheless, Mike went on to propose a new

article for Cleaner Times readers.

In September I was actually in New Orleans, nervously awaiting the arrival

of the hurricane. But it was September of 1998, not 2005. Hurricane

Georges was heading straight for New Orleans. At first, the hurricane alerts

simply provided some excitement as my wife Linda and I walked around

the French Quarter and watched people piling sandbags and fastening ply-

wood over doors and windows.

It got a little more serious when we were quarantined inside our hotel,

a major high-rise edifice near the convention center. Next, everyone was

confined to their rooms. Some time after that came an announcement

that all rooms would have to be evacuated. Everyone was to take a pillow

and a blanket and head to the main ballroom.

Hundreds and hundreds of people flowed into stairways and hallways

leading to the ballroom. But the final approaches to the ballroom were bar-

ricaded with tables, and we were told to wait. And wait we did, packed like

sardines in the hallways, so tightly that no one could even sit down on the

floor. After about a half-hour of this we all were about ready to drop.

Finally, my adventuresome Linda scaled a barricade and disappeared into

the ballroom. She ran back out and hollered to the crowd that the reason we

were being held was that the housekeeping staff had orders to clean the ball-

room first, and it was still being dusted and vacuumed. The barricades explod-

ed away as the crowd surged through into the ballroom. I don’t think a sin-

gle person was concerned about whether there was lint on the floor.

After about 24 hours of sitting or laying around the ballroom, we were

told that the kitchen staff had managed to put together some eats, and once

again the entire crowd was to line up in the hallways outside the ballroom.

Having a reputation to maintain even under adverse circumstances, I

achieved the distinction of being first in line. (No, I didn’t nudge out any

little old ladies.)

It sure is sobering now to see what things would have been like if

Georges hadn’t veered off.
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Industry Calendar 2005

Nov. 13–16 FABTECH® Inter-
national & the AWS Welding
Show, McCormick Place South,
Chicago, IL. For information,
visit www.wme.org.

Nov. 14–18 IKECA Kitchen
Grease exhaust Cleaner
Certification Fort Worth, TX.
For more information, visit
www.ikeca.org. 

Dec. 12–16 IKECA Kitchen
Grease Exhaust Cleaner
Certification Fort Worth, TX.
For more information, visit
www.ikeca.org.

2006

Jan. 23–25 Manufacturing for
Performance Conference and
Exhibits 2006, Indiana Con-
vention center, Indianapolis,
IN. For more information, visit
www.sme.org. 

Jan. 29–Feb. 1 PACE Paint and
Coating Expo, Tampa Conven-
tion Center Tampa, FL. For in-
formation, visit www.sspc.org/
events/ or call 877-281-7772.

Jan. 30–Feb. 1 Gulf Cleantech
2006, Dubai World Trade Center,
United Arab Emirates. For info,
visit www.gulf-cleantech.com.

Feb. 6–9 The American Rental
Association (ARA) The Rental
Show 50th Anniversary, Orlando,
FL. For information, visit
www.TheRentalShow.com.

Mar. 27–30 WESTEC 2006
Exposition and Conference, Los
Angeles Convention Center, Los
Angeles, CA. For more infor-
mation, visit www.sme.org.

Apr. 6–8 2006 PWNA Conven-
tion and Tradeshow, Memphis,
TN, Memphis Cook Convention
Center. For more information,
visit www.pwna.org.

Apr. 30–May 6 North American
Occupational Safety and Health
Week (NAOSH). For more infor-
mation on how to get involved
visit www.asse.org/naosh or
contact ASSE at 847-699-2929
or customerservice@asse.org.
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